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MAXIMS. 

CjTOD  is. a  Spirit,  and  they  that  worHiip  him, 
mull:  worfliip  him  in  fpirit  and  in  truth  :  A  man 
may  worlhip  the  true  (Jod,  and  not  be  a  true  tvor- 
Ihippcr  of  God. 

The  more  religious  fear  we  have  of  God,  the 
Icfs  finful  fear  we  have  of  men. 

Many  have  loll  for  God  ;  but  few  have  loft 
by  him. 

Call  thy  cares  entirely  upon  God  ;  it  is  his  bu_ 
linels  to  govern  the  world,  not  thine.'  God  w  ill 
neither  do,  or  fuffer  to  be  done,  any  thing  thou 
wouldll  notdo  thyfelf,  if  thou  wert  as  wife,  juft," 
and  powerful,  and  as  good  as  he. 

Succefs  is  the  blcHingof  God  on  a  good  caufc, 
and  curfe  of  God  on  a  bad  one. 

Man  propolcs,  but  God  will  difpofe. 

The  love  of  God  can  fwceten  trouble,  and  make 
a  dinner  of  green  herbs  as  favory  as  if  they  grew 
i»  Paradife. 

If  we  come  to  the  Word  without  an  errand,  we 
muft  go  away  without  advantage. 
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Mail  turns  natural  food  into  his  nature,  hut 
fpiritual  food  turns  man  into  its  nature. 

Bible  proriiifcsj  like  a  well-drawn  picliutc,  look 
on  all  that  look  on  them  with  an  eye  of  true 
faith.  '1  hey  are  alfo  like  beams  cf  the  fun, 
which  Ihine  as  freely  at  the  window  of  a  poor 
man’s  cottage,  as  a  rich  man’s  palace. 

\  mountain  of  pearls,  heaped  up  as  high  as 
heaven,  would  not  be  worth  fo  much  as  onepro*- 
mife.  of  God.. 

It  is  better  to  have  a  good  confcience,  and  be 
ceni’ured,  than  a  bad  one  and  be  Mattered. 

Above  all  things,  endeavour  to  get  peace  in 
thine  own  breafl :  if  thou  canfl  not  find  tran¬ 
quility  within  thyfclf,  it  will  be  in  vain  to  feck, 
it  e]rcv\herc. 

A  pure  confcience  only  can  belong  to  a  peace¬ 
able  confcience. 

Fie  that  will  not  Hearken  to  the  warnines  of 
confcience,  fliall  feel'  the  woundings  of  con- 
iciencc. 


rilE  HEAVENLY  I. IVES  OF  THE  PRIMITIVE 

CHRISTIANS. 


X  HE  great  fenfe  you  have  of  the  narrow  nef; 
of  the  way,  and  the  (Iraitncfs  of  the  gate  which 
leads  to  life,  hath  made  you  very  often  importu¬ 
nate  with  me  to  give  you  an  account  of  a  little 
book,  which  Pronto,  the  learned  Canon  of  Paris 
Wrote  concerning  the  Heavenly  lives  of  iheprimi- 
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five  Cliridians;  not  but  that  there  Is  a  larger 
and  better  account  given  of  that  fuhjccl  by  a  Lire 
writer  of  our  church  ;  but,  became  you  hoped 
the  finallncfs  of  the  treatife  might  be  a  tempta- 
,tion  to  readers  to  perufe  it,  wlio  ottentimes  are 
fritchted  with  the  bulk,  and  vadnefs  ot  the  vo- 
lurne.  I  have  at  lad  obeved  vour  commanJs  ; 
and  though  what  I  have  done  is  not  fo  much  a 
trandatign,  as  a  paraphraTe  ;  and  the  liberty  1 
have  taken  to  rejecl  fome  things,  that  were  need- 
Icfs,  and  to  add  here  and  there  fome  pada  /es  oul 
ofancient  authors,  as  were  proper  and  ncccfTart, 
Iceni  to  be  bold,  and  uniiruai  ;  yet,  as  it  is,  you 
diavc  it;  and  I  wasthc  more  williiur  to  let  it  go 
abroad  in  company  of  this  book,  beraufe  it  may 
i'erve  to  illuflrate'fomc  j>afl'agcs  in  ibc  cxcrciles' 
I  have  been  dcfjiibin^;. 

It  is  in  a  manner  iniponiblc  to  confuler  the 
llrfl  beginning  anti  original  of  the  church,  an.! 
ro  rcflcv;!  on  the  cradle,  as  it  were,  .and  fwadling- 
cloaths  of  that  body  whereof  we  arc  nienibei-', 
without  fpcaking  fqincthing  like  rarado::cs,  and 
mvftcrics.  The  Hrd  Chriftiuns,  though  neu'Iv 
l)orn,  yet  there  is  nothing  to  be  feen  in  them 
that’s  any  way  childiTh,  or  fo  mean  as  to  oflcnj 
a  judicious  eye,  or  unworthy  the  effeem  and 


approbation  of  the  graved  philofo-^hcr  ;  and  the 
rhurch  in  that  age,  though  an  infant,  vet  from 


its  birth,  was  fo  lullv  and  vi;>-orous 
like  Hercules  it  nev  c  r  cruflicd  fnakc 
in  its’cradic,  vet  its  attemnts  r.n.d 
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ucrc  more  mafcuiinc  ;  for  it  conquered  tygers 
lyons,  and  what  is  worfe,  fire  and  liamcs,  and 
the  fiiarpcft  torments.  It  knew  nothing  of  the 
infirmities  and  wcaknefs  of  a  tender  age,  hut  did 
in  its  youth  things  becoming  whe  ferioufnefs  and« 
i'obiicty  of  the  oldpff  men.  And  though  its 
growtli  was  prodigious,  and  its  merits  cncrcafed 
with  its  years,  yet  even  upon  its  firli  entering 
into  the  world,  its  bignofs  and  vaflnefs  leemed 
to  vie  with  that  of  the  earth,  for.  it  introduced  a 
new  world  into  the  univerfe.. 

Such  was  the  beginning,  and  firll  inflitution 
of  the  Chriflian  church  ;  that  in  it  we  find  men, 
v\  ho  voluntarily  became  little  children,  children 
who  in  wifdom  exceeded  Patriarchs,  virgins, 
V  ho  had  the  prudence  and  gravity  of  matrons, 
and  matrons  endowed  with  virijin  modertv  and 
chaflity.  Men  of  grey-hairs,  and  old  in  years, 
but  children  in  malice,  pride  and  ambition  ; 
and  it  was  hard  to  fay,  which  were  the  old,  and 
■which  the  young  difciplcs;  for  the  younger 
fort  ilrove  to  equal,  if  not  exceed  the  elder  in 
devotion. 

Holinefs  was  their  ornament,  and  men  were 
counted  great,  as  they  arrived  to  high  degrees  of 
piety  ;  and  the  more  religious  any  man  was,  the 
greater  majelty  and  refpecl  he  was  thought 
worthy  of. 

The  light  they  came  attended  withal  filled  the 
world,  as  the  fun  doth  the  univerfe,  which 
comes  forth  from  its  caflern  conclave,  and  pre- 
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fcntly  din’iifcs,  and  fprrads  its  light  overall  the 
Surface  of  oilr  licmifphcre.  So  fcon  did  the 
vorld  feel  the  influCi'Kfs,  ard  operations  o‘ 
tlufc  new  flars,  and  were  forced  to  acknowledge 
their  divine  {jower  and  virtnc  ;  for  they  j^refTed 
through  the  Chaos  mankind  lav  in,  as  folds  do 

<r>  •  * 

pierce  ihioiigh  botiics,  'and  the  life,  fenfe  and 
nnderflanding  they  taught  them,  was  ^^h('lIy 
new,  fo  dilbcrcnt  trom  what  was  in  the  world 
before,  that  men  gazed  at  the  fpe(51aclc,  and  lofl 
thcndeivcs  in  the  admiratior!. 

What  advantage  the  foul  can  be  fuppofed 
to  give  the  body,  the  fame  did  the  firfl  Chrif- 
ti  ai'iS  a  llbrdto  the  heniphted  world;  and  what¬ 
ever  inconveniences  the  body  puts  the  foul  to, 
the  fame  did  the  befotted  world  bring  upon  the 
firfl:  Chriflians  ;  for  as  the  fouf  tenders  the 
body’s  wclfirc,  fo  did  they  the  world’s ;  as  th® 
foul  direds  tlic  body  to  do  things  rational,  fo 
did  they  the  world  ;  as  the  foul  rcll rains  the 
body  from  doing  mifehief  to  itfelf,  fo  did  they 
the  world  ;  and  as  the  foul  makes  the  members 
of  the  body  infiruments  of rightcoufnefs,  fo  did 
they  attempt  to  reform  the  deluded  w  orld  into 
holincls  :  On  the  other  fide,  as  the  body  afilideth 
the  foul,  fo  did  the  world  pcrfccutc  thofc  firft 
Chriflians  ;  as  the  hodv  makes  the  feu!  live 
uncafy,  fo  did  they  incommode  thefe  excellent 
men  ;  as  the  body  puts  ill  conftrudions  on 
the  adions  and  admonitions  of  the  foul,  fo'thc 
world  did  put  the  fame  on  theirs  ;  and  as  thc  body 


fecrr«  to  long  for  nothing  fo  much  as  tiic  ruin 
of  the  foul ;  fo  the  deftruvflion  of  thofc  fainti, 
was  the  great  thing  the  world  then  cid  aim 

nt. 

Offuch  perfons  was  this  church  made  up  who 
had  not  their  original  out  of  the  brain  of  Jupiter, 
us  the  poets  fable  of  Minerva,  but  from  the 
bloody  and  wounded  fide  of  the  crucified  Jc- 
I'us.  The  water  and  blood  which  .flowed  from 
ihofc  wounds,  was  that  which  gave  them  being; 
and  though  their  principle  was  water,  yet  it 
had  this  virtue,  that  it  made  them  all  ficry^  and 
filled  them  with  zeal  and-holy  -flames  ;  and  .a^ 
-ill  the  beginning  ofthegofpcl,  their  lord  and 
inaftcr  was  born  of  a  \yoman  without  a  man,  fo 
came  they  from  a  man  without  a  woman,  and 
the  miractc  of  their  birth  was  in  a  manner  as 
great,  as  their  mailers  ;  for  the  holy  glioll  that 
impregnated  the  blcflcd  viigin,  baptized  them 
too  ;  and  the  fame  fjtiiir,  tlrat  raifed  the  mighty 
Jefus  from  his  grave,  quickened  their  m.ortal 
bodies,  and- transformed  them  into  new  crea¬ 
tures. 

They  were  a  commonwealth  made  up  of 
great  and  low,  of  rulers  and  underlines,  of 
governors  and  fubjects  ;  and  yet  nothing  was 
more  hard,  than  to  diflinguifli  one  from  the 
other  ;  for  whatever  the  diflcrcncc  might  be, 
they  cllccmcd  one  another  equal,  and  by  their 
carriage  one  would  have  concluded  that  they  had 
all  been  ofthe  fame  degree  and  condition.  Their 


P.iilors  anu  chief  men  were  more  knov.n  Ly 
their  iminificence  and  good  deeds,  than  by  their 
coats  of  arms,  or  fpl'cndor  of  their  offices. 

They  Icemed  to  be  all  of  the  fame  kindred  ; 
for  the  aofed  thev  honoured  as  fathers,  and  the 
youths  they  tendered  as  their  children.  Thofc 
of  the  fame  a^c  oalfed  one  another  brethren,  and 
rhefc  were  the  names  they  gave  one  another; 
and  in  thefe  titles  they  gloried  more,  that*  men 
now  a-days  do  in  the  lofty  epithets  of  Duke, 
Earl,  Baron,  Knight,  or  gentleman. 

You  might  fee  amongll  them  abundance  of 
mothers  that  never  had  any  children,  and  \  irgiiv; 
took  care  of  innocent  babes,  as  if  they  hail 
been  mothers.  No  family  complained  of  bar- 
*'ennc's  or  unfruitfulncfs,  for  thev  never  want- 
ed  children  to  provid-e  for  ;  and  thofe  that 
had  none  of  their  own,  would  be  fure  to  find 
fomc  to  take  care  of.  None  wanted  paicntaj 
care,  while  fo  many  fathers  fludied  to  do  good, 
and  men  were  readier  to  give,  than  others  wer?; 
to  aflc,  and  fccjncd  to  be  forrowful  if  they  had 

no  objects,  upon  which  they  might  cxcrcifca 
paternal  charity. 

There  was  hardly  a  widow  among  them  that 
complained  of  folitarinefs,  or  fought  comfort  in 
a  lecond  hufband,  and  fecond  marriage  was 
counted  little  better  than  adultery.  Their 
widows  were  the  lame,  that  they  were  whilffi 
‘heir  hulbands  lived  ;  and  finding  that  upon 
their  hulbands  death,  they  were  become  fjfler. 
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cf  moTiy  brethren  ,  they  aimed  at  no  other  con¬ 
tract,  but  that  which  Chrilt,  who,  if  they  were 
found  worthy,  would,  as  they  thouglit,  marry 
them  at  lafl:  to  the  I'ervicc  of  the  chireh,  w  here 
they  Hiight  exercife  that  maternal  care  to  the 
poor  and.  needy,  which  formerly  they  ufed  to 

exorefs  to  their  own  children.  Here  you  lliould 
^  * 

f;  c  none  rejoicing  that  he  had  any  thing  of  his 
cwn  ;  for  w  hatever  he  had,  he  looked  upon  his 
fellow-Chriltians  as  co-heirs  ;  and  was  fo  well 
contented,  that  they  Ihould  inherit  with  him,  that 
he  thought,  that  which  he.  had  a  burthen,  if 
his  neighbours  were  nut  to  fliarc  i  n  his  po-TeiTrons. 
This  prefent  life  was  the  Icafc  thing  they  mind¬ 
ed,  while  that  to  come,  cnorolled  their  thoup-hts 
and  confidci'ations.  They  were  fo  entirely  Chril- 
tians,  that  in  a  manper  they  v/crc  nothing  clfc, 

and  eared  not  for  being  any  thing  clfc,  led  if 
■*  « 

jthey  iliould  be  fomething  elfe,  they  fhould  be 
fufpc<fled  of  deviating  from  their  maficr’sfoot- 
.lleps.. 

Idence  it  was,  that  the  Pagans  acculeJ  them 
cf  unrightcoufnefs,  and  unprofitablcncls,  as  if 
they  were  dead  weights  in  the  world,  contrihut- 
.ing  nothing  to  tnc  welfare  and  profperity  of 
mankind,  and  as  if  they  Pood  for  cyphers  in 
human  foe ieties,  though  none  were  more  ready 
to  communicate  of  the  profit  of  their  labours  to 
others  than  they,  and  did  therefore  on  purpofe 
keep  clofc  to  their  calling  and  profellion,  that 
they  mir^hr  be  able  to  relieve  the  needy.  And 


j 
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though  they  were  loath  to  take  upon  them  the 
employment  of  magiftrates  and  governors,  left 
the  Emperor’s  and  God’s  commands  fliould 
clalh,  and  they  lie  under  the  temptation  of 
obeying  man  more  than  God  ;  yet  whenever 
they  were  thought  worthy  to  bear  office  in  the 
church,  they  readily  embraced  the  charge,  that 
they  might  be  in  a  greater  capacity  to  improve 
the  talents  God  had  given  them,  to  h*s  glory 
and  his  people’s  good,  and  were  pleai'ed  with 
the  trouble  of  the  office,  that  the  world  might 
fee  they  had  no  dclign  of  gain,  or  worldly  in- 
terelt  in  the  adminiftration. 

Thcyfpakc  little,  but  their  thoughts  were 
always  great  and  heavenly  ;  and  as  they  looked 
upon  fublunary  objccls,  as  too  mean  for  their 
lofty  minds  to  reft  on,  fo  their  care  was  to 
keep  the  eye  of  their  underftandings  fixed  on  that 
world,  which  fades  not  away. 

In  the  eye  of  the  world,  they  were  Pythago¬ 
reans,  and  a  kind  of  dumb-men  ;  but  when 
they  met  one  with  the  other,  and  Chrift  was 
named,  perfetft  Peripateticks,  and  no  Philofo- 
phers  would  be  freer  in  their  difeourfes  than 
they.  Their  bulinefs  was  to  live,  not  to  talk 
great  matters  ;  and  the  name  Chriftian,  did  fo 
charm  them,  that  though  there  were  various 
degrees  of  men  among  them,  Ecclcfiaftics, 
Lay-men,  Virgins,  Widows,  Married-Perfons, 
ConfelTors,  Martyrs  and  Friends  ;  yet  the  name 
Ghriftian  fwallowed  up  all,  and  in  this  they 
Vot.I.  Y 


I'ro 
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;  triiimpiicd  bcv.-inJ  all  other  titles  in  the  v.  orld  ; 
which  made  Aiukis  in  Eufebius,  v. hen  the 
crovernor  afked  him,  v  hat  country-man  he  was  ? 
Who  his  father  and  mother  were?  W'hat  trade, 
■profefno:'.,- ah'J  employment  he  was  of?  VVhe- 

•  therhe  w  as  rich  or  poor  ?  gave  no  other  ani  wer, 
but  this,  that  he  was  a  ChrilVian.  And  the 

-f-inic  did  the  excellent  lilandina.  And  bv  this 

4 
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anfvvet  they  gave  the  world  to  undcrlland, 
■that  their  kindred,  peiligrcc,  nobility,  trade, 
•profcnion,  blood,-  &:c.  did  all  conlill  in  this 
one  .thing,’  and  that  beyond  this,  there  could  be 
no  greater  honour  and  dignity. 

Their  communications  or  anfwcrs  in  com¬ 
mon  clikburTe,  w'crc  yea,  yea,  and  nay,  nay. 
An  bath  they  fliunned  as‘  much  as  pcrjuiy,"  and 
a  lye  among  them  was  more  rare,  than  a  fca- 
liionfter  was  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  continent  ; 
for  they  faid,  that’  in  their  baptifm  they  were 
figned  with  the  mark  of  truth,  and  that  they 
could  not  be  fervants  to  the  God  of  truth,  if 
t‘hey  fliould  yicl’J'  but  to  the  Icafl  appearance 
of  falfliooJ. 

Chrirt:  was  the  charming  word  among  them, 
and  they  heard  nothing,  with. greater  joy  than 
that  glorious  name.  His  death  and  futferings 
raifed  dieir  fouls,  and  his  crofs  was  more  precious 

to  them;  than  rubies.  Hereby  they  learned  to 

•  .  ’  '  • 
delpifc  the  world,  and  the  marrow,  virtue,  and 

efficacy  of  their  religion,  was  the  Death  of 

Jefus. 
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This  death  they  rcmemhereil,  not  only  in  the 
racramenr,  but  at  thiir  comn.on  meals  ;  aPil 
H hen  they  rcfiellieJ  their  bodies  with-meat  and 
drink,  they  talked  of  t!>e\t  meat  which  would 
feed  them  to  cvcrlaAinf;  life  ;  and  herein  they 
walked  contrary  to  thecullofnof  the  drunkards 
of  old,  who  ufed  to  carry  a  death’s  head  with 
them  to  their  meetings,  arid  fet  it  upon  the  tahir, 
and  with  the  light  of  that,  and  remembrance  cf 
what  they  muft  Ihorily.come  to,  encouraged 
themlel ves  in  drunkeaiicls.  I  he  (iiil  Chriitians 
remembered  indeed  the  death  of  Chritt  at 
their  ordinary  tables,  but  it  was,  to  m^ike  pain, 
and  tormenr,  and  death,  and  the  crols  familiar 
to  them  ;  lor  liie  afflictions  cf  this  hfe  they 
looked  upon,  as  the  midwivc^,  that  promoted 
their  new  birth,  and  the  belt  companioiis  of 
their  faith,  and  the  tail!:fullcll  nurles  cf  their 
hopes.; 

in  the  cities  and  towns  where  they  lived, 
nonc.uas  unknown  io  the  other  ;  tor  c!icv  .  prai- 
fj  together,  beard  the  word  tt>gethcr,  met 
Irequcatly  at  meals  together,  and  were  .co.iti- 
nuaily  helpful  one  CO  the  other  ;  infomuch  the: 
wherever  they  met,  thrv  knev  one  atiuthcr ; 
and  when  they  durfl  not  with  their  lips,  yrt 
with  thc;r  eyes  and  gcftuic*,  they  :  syuul'J 
falute  one  another,  fend  kifTes  of  peace  one  to 
another,  rejoice  in  the  common  hofK?,  and  •'if 
permitted  alltd  one  another,  in  advcriitici,  'I'hi.^ 
is  one  of  us,  laith  fuchafainr,  for  we  have  fee/i 
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him  in  nur  cratcrics,  \vc  have  prayed  with 
him,  we  have  been  at  the  Lord’s  table  together, 
ve  have  heard  the  feriptures  read  together,  we 
have  kneeled  togethenj  we  have  been  inflru<ft- 
cd  together.  O  happy  kindred  !  which  comes 
by  prayer,  and  communication  by  the  body 
and  blood  of  Jefus  ?  Oblefl’ed  relations!  where 
men  are  not  called  brothers  of  the  fun  or  of 
liars,  as  the  ancient  tyrants  liyled  thcmfclves, 
but  brethren  of  Chrilt,  children  of  God,  and  ci¬ 
tizens  of  heaven  ! 

When  a  Chriftian  who  was  a  flranger  came 
to  them,  before  ever  he  fliew  td  his  tcflimonials, 
they  knew'  him  by  his  lean  vifage,  and  meager 
face,  w  hich  his  frequent  faliing  had  brought  him  • 
to,  by  the  modcliy  of  his  eyes,  by  the  gravity 
of  his  fpccch,  by  his  gait,  and  habit,  and  mor¬ 
tified  behaviour,  for  fomething  divine  did 
Ihine  through  their  looks,  and  one  might  read 
the  chaiadlcrs  of  the  fpirit  in  their  countenance. 
Nor  is  it  very  ftrange,  that  a  good  man  Ihould 
be  known  by  his  carriage ;  for  to-^  this  day,  a 
lerious  perfon,  though  he  fays  nothing,  fomc- 
thing  in  his  lineaments,  and  features,  and  pof- 
tures,  will  betray  the  inward  zeal,  and  finceri- 
tyofhis  foul;  and  his  deportment  will  difeo- 
ver,  there  is  fomething  more  than  ordinary  in 
him,  as  much  as  the  Roman  Senator  was  betrav- 
cd  by  the  perfumes  about  him. 

Whenever  they  were  thrufl:  into  the  crowd 
•f  malefactors,  their  fellow- Chriftians  foon 
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^uclTed  who  they  were  ;  for  they  haftened  with 
mecknefs  to  their  martyrdom,  without  cxpicll- 
ingany  impatience,  or  indignation,  fubmitted 
their  necks  to  the  ftrokc  of  the  axe,  prepared 
for  them.  'J'hcy  ufed  to  look  frequently  up  to 
heaven,  and  one  might  by  their  fmilcs  fee,  that 
betwixt  God,  and  them,  there  was  more  than 
ordinary  correfpondencc.  Sometimes  they  would 
provoke  the  executioners  to  begin  their  tor¬ 
ments,  and  be  earneft  w  ith  the  hangman  not  to 
dclav  their  agonies.  Sometimes  they  would 
laugh  at  the  pain  they  fuffered,  and  in  the  very 
jaws  of  death  betray  a  taAe  of  immortality.  They 
looked  upon  Chriliianity,  as  a  religion,  that 
taught  them  tofuU'er  valiantly  ;  and  to  them  it 
was  no  other  but  a  fciencc  to  inllrudt  men  to 
defpife  riches,  honours,  and  torments  too,  in 
order  to  everlafting  glory. 

Their  prelidents,  and  pallors,  w  ere  known 
by  no  other  charadier,  but  that  of  ofticioufaefs, 
and  charity,  nor  had  their  Ihcpherds  any  other 
mark  to  be  diflingiiilhcd  by,  but  their  willing- 
nefs  to  advance  the  good  ofthefliccp,  and  their 
readinefs  to  every  good  word  and  work.  And 
indeed  lb  were  the  Chrillians  in  general  known 
by  their  mutual  love  and  kind  offices. 

If  any  fell  lick,  the  reft  did  chearfully  run 
to  comfort  him  ;  and  this  employment  their 
women  were  chicHy  ambitious  of,  who  fcldom 
llirred  out  of  their  own  houfes,  but  upon  fuch 
©ccarions,and  w  hen  they  reforted  to  their  orato- 
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rics.  They  were  fcen  but  rarely  in  the  flreetj,- 
except  when  charity  called  them  forth  ;  for  none, 
refufcd  her  neighbour  her  care,  nor  would  any 
worldly  rcfpe»it*  difeourage  them  from  that 
officioufnefs. 

If  any  were  rich,  or  noble,  they  were  the 
readier  to  exprefs  their  coinpaluon,  and  women 
of  the  highsll  defeent  were  the  forwardeft  to 
alTilt  the  calamitous  in  their  need.;  for  religion 
had  jrcrtificd  in  them  all  puntflilios  of  honour 
and  ftate,  and  made  them  remember,  that  in 
C'hrill  they  were  all  equal.  She  in  whofo 
veins  the  noblcll  blood  diil  run,  would  lay  of 
her  poor  diftrcircd  neighbour,  Ihc  is  my  filler, 
my  fellow-member,  one  that  hath  part  with 
me  in  my  dear  redeemer.  If  flic  be  ancient,  Ihc 
is  my  mother,  faid  Ihe,  if  younger  ihc  is  my 
daughter;  nor  were  thele  exprelTioni  of  courfc 
only,  but  they  were  written  in  their  hearts,  and 
their  lips  fpokc.  w  hat  their  minds  believed,  anj 
thefe  words  .were  at  once  pronounced,  and 
thought.  Hence  it, was,  that  the  grcatcfl  ladies 
touched  their  peoreft  ncighbouis  fores,  bound 
up  their  wound.s,  applied  plaillersto  them,  made 
their  beds,  and  tended  them  •.  as  the  lucancll 
fervants.  Here  you  might  .  fee  the  induilry 
of  one,  there  the  fwcetnefs  and  patience  of  an¬ 
other  ;  one  vvould  turn  the  fick  lidcr,  the  other 
help  her  up,  the  third  drefs  her,  the  fourth  feed 
her,  and  iri  all  this  the  lick  .creature  law  ,  as  it 
were,  the  face  of  the  Lord  Jefus.  She  that  tended 
the  lick,  looked  upon  Chrifl  in  her  that  was 
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Tick,  and  (he  that  was  fick,  thouj^ht  fhe  faw 
Chrid,  in  the  pcrfonthat  tended  her.  So  divine, 
fo  heavenly  were  their  works  of  mercy,  that  one 
was  to  the  other  in  (lod'sdead,  and  that  faying 
of  Chrid,  What  you  have  dene  unto  the  Icajl  of 
tbefe  ti>\ I rethren,  you  have  dene  it  unto  me,  did 
not  depart  from  their  memories-  1  hus  dood 
the  cafe  with  the  holy  women  then,  and  this  ad¬ 
vantage  they  reaped  by  their  charitablecare,  that 
V. hen  their  hufband  dyed,  they  were  taken  as 
deacon nefies  into  the  church,  and  thus  they 
.  jxrepared  thcmfelve-s  for  C  hrid;  and  the  churches 
Icrvice. 

If  any  were  imprifoned  upon  account  of  re¬ 
ligion,  all  that  knew  them  would  fly  to  them. 
No  keeper  fo  hard-hearted,  but  they  would 
find  out  a  way  to  footh  him;  no  lock,  no  bar 
fo  drong,  but  they  would  make  a  fliift  to  break 
it,  either  by  their  gift*,  or  their  foft  anfwcrs, 
not  to  make  the  jailers  falle  to  their  trufls,  but 
to  get  an  opportunity  of  feeing  their  fufter- 

ing  friend  ;  and  when  they  faw  them,  one  would 
kifs  their  chains  and  fetters,  another  lay  his  lips 
to  their  wounds,  a  third  gi  ve their  brui fed  n:cm- 
l)ers  and  tired  bodies  fuch  rcfrelhnicnts  as  was 
needful;  and  asdifmal  as  the  dungeon  v*as,  here 
they  would  difeourfe  of  Chrid,  ling  pfalms, 
pray  together,  and  their  padors  would  come 
and  adminilier  the  J.ords  fupper  to  them,  rc- 
«juiring  no  other  tcntple  than  that  ol'  a  devout 
heart,  not  danding  upon  the  ceremony  cf  an  al¬ 
tar,  but  tiutofa  wounded  fpirit. 

(  To  it: 
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lies.  They  were  feen  but  rarely  in  the  ftreet-v 
except  when  charity  called  them  forth  ;  for  none, 
refufed  her  neighbour  her  care,  nor  would  any 
worldly  rcfpe<fti  difeourage  them  from  that 
ofTicioufncfs. 

if  any  were  rich,  or  noble,  they  m  ere  the 
readier  to  exprefs  their  compafuon,  and  womed 
of  the  highslV  defeent  were  the  forwardeft  to 
alTiil  the  caiamitour  in  their  need,;  for  religion 
had  mortified  in  them  all  pun<5lilio$  of  honour 
and  ftate,  and  niade  them  remember,  that  in 
Chrirt  they  were  all  equal.  She  in  whofe 
veins  the  noblell  blood  did  run,  would  lay  of 
her  poor  diltrelfcd  neighbour,  Ihc  is  my  lider, 
my  fellow-member,  one  that  hath  part  with 
me  in  my  dear  redeemer.  If  fiic  be  ancient,  ihe 
is  my  mother,  faid  fhe,  if  younger  Ihc  is  my 
daughter;  nor  were  thcle  exprelTions  of  couiTc 
only,  but  they  were  written  i.n  their  hearts,  and 
their  lips  fpoke- what  their,  minds  believed,  anj 
thefe  words  were  at  once  pronounced,  and 
thought.  ,  Hence  it. w  as,  that  the  grcatcfl  ladies 
touched  their  peoreft  neighbours-  fores,  bound 
up  their  wound.';,  applied  plaillers  to  them,  made 
their  beds,  and  tended  them  -  as  the  mcancll 
fervants.  Here  you  might  .  fee  the  indudry 
of  one,  there  the  fwcetnefs  and  patience  of  an¬ 
other  ;  one  would  turn  the  fick  filler,  the  other 
help  her  up,  the  third  drefs  her,  the  fourth  feed 
her,  and  in  all  this  the  fick .creature  law-,  as  it 
were,  the  face  of  the  Lord  Jefus.  She  that  tended 
the  lick,  looked  upon  Chrill  in  her  that  was 
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fick,  and  (he  that  ^vas  fide,  thought  fhc  fau 
Chrift,  in  the  perfonthat  tended  her.  So  divine, 
fo  heavenly  were  their  worki  of  mercy,  that  one 
was  to  the  other  in  God’s  fiead,  and  that  faying 
of  Chrifi,  H'hat  yau  have  dene  unlo  iht  leaji  of 
tbefe  ptv  I rethren,  you  have  done  it  unto  me,  divl 
not  depart  from  their  memories-  Thus  fiood 
the  cafe  with  the  holy  women  then,  and  this  ad¬ 
vantage  they  reaped  by  their  charitablecare,  that 
when  their hufband  dyed,  they  Mere  taken  as 
dcaconnefTcs  into  the  church,  and  thus  they 
jxrcpared  themfelves  for  C  hrillj  and  the  churches 
Icrvice. 

If  any  were  imprifoned  upon  account  of  re¬ 
ligion,  all  that  knew  them  would  fiy  to  them. 
No  keeper  fo  hard-hearted,  but  they  would 
lind  out  a  way  to  footh  him  ;  no  lock,  no  bar 
lo  llrong,  but  they  would  make  a  fliift  to  break 
it,  either  by  their  gift*,  or  their  foft  anfweis, 
not  to  make  the  jailers  fallc  to  their  trufts,  but 
to  get  an  opportunity  of  feeing  their  fufl'er- 

ing  friend  ;  and  when  they  faw  them,  one  would 
kifs  their  chains  and  fetters,  another  lay  his  lips 
to  their  wounds,  a  third  givetheir  bruifednicm- 
bers  and  tired  bodies  fuch  rcfrelhments  as  wa; 
needful  ;  and  asdifmal  as  the  dungeon  v  as,  here 
they  would  difeourfe  of  Chrill,  ling  pfalnis, 
pray  together,  and  their  pallors  would  come 
and  adtniniller  the  J.ords  fupper  to  them,  rc- 
♦juiring  no  other  tcntple  than  that  of'  a  devout 
heart,  not  Handing  upon  the  ceremeny  cf  an  al¬ 
tar,  but  tlutofa  wounded  fpirit. 
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AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  EXPERIEN 
AND  DEATH  OF  MRS.  DUEY. 


IVXANY  are  ready  to  join  in  Balaam’s  wifli. 
Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  rigbieoiis,  and  let  my 
lajl  end  he  like  theirs  ;  but  vve  find  very  few  when 
compared  with  the  bulk  of  the  world,  that  are 
willing  to  live  their  life.  Thofc  that  live 
well,  are  furc  to  die  well. 

A  perfon  with  whom  I  was  intimately  ac¬ 
quainted,  w'as  brought  under  awakenings  at 
an  early  period  of  life  ;  I  think,  if  I  miflakc 
not,  fhc  was  awakened  and  converted,  about 
the  age  of  .fixtccn.  She  caft  her  lot  in 
a  n  the  people  of  God. — She  married 
in  fomething  lefs  than  two  years  after;  and 
about  two-years  after  that  Ihe  left  the  world  ; 
leaving  a  hulband,  one  child,  and  a  train  of 
family  conncdlions,  to  mourn  after  her. 

From  the  time  of  her  firft  embracing  religion, 
to  the  day  of  her  death,  Ihe  may  be  faid  to  have 
walked  with  God.  She  was  feized  with  a  fever 
which  put  a  period  to  her  life.  She  bore  her 
afflieflion  with  chriftian  fortitude  ;  but  until 
the  latter  part  of  her  ficknefs,  fhe  did  not 
manifell  any  thing  remarkable.  Three  or  four 
days  before  flic  died,  a  chriftian  friend  that 
nurfed  her,  coming  to  her  bed  fide,  ftie  faid, 
•‘lifter,  I  thought  when  a  chriftian  died,  their 
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fun  fct  without  a  cloud,  they  died  without 
a  doubt  ora  fear,  but  O  !’’  fays  flic,  "  what  a 
cloud  has  come  over  me  ?  it  appears  as  tho’ 
thick  darknefs  has  relied  round  about  me,” 
and  like  a  perlon  linking  under  an  intolerable 
burthen,  her  face  depicted  diftrefs,  Ihc  funk 
down  into  the  bed,  and  filled  the  room  w  ith  her 
groans. 

She  lay  all  night  in  that  poflurc,  without 
fpcaking  a  word,  until  next  morning  :  much 
prayer  w’as  made  in  her  behalf.  Her  nurfc 
coming  to  her  bcd-lidc,  Ihc  faid,  “  now  lifter 
“  the  cloud  is  broke,  I  ha  x  juft  had  a  light 
“  of  Jelus  by  faith  ;  I  beheld  his  blood  flowing 
”  from  eve.*')’  part  of  his  body,  until  it  lun  a 
"  great  founldin  in  the  houfe of  David,  into  which 
“  1  was  plunged,  and  I  am  walhcd  whiter  than 
“  fnow — the  Lord  has  fan»ftificd  me  throughout 
“  foul,  body  and  fpirit.  Jefus  has  become  to  me, 
"  It  iftiovi,  Rigbieoujnejs ,  SaK^ificatioii,  and  Re~ 
“  demption.  .1  want  the  whole  earth  to  praife 
“  him,  1  w  ant  all  the  men  on  earth  to  worlhij) 
“  him,  O  lifter  I  want  all  heaven  to  praife 

him.” 

A  number  of perfons  coming  in  who  were 
all  protelfors  of  religion,  of  dilferent  denomi¬ 
nations,  file  called  them  to  herand  faid  ;  “  What 
”  a  day  w  ill  that  be,  when  Jefus  the  great  head 
“  of  the  church,  ftiall  fend  his  Angels  to  gather 
”  home  his  own,  out  of  all  denominations,  then 
"we  lhall  all  be  one,  as  Chrift  and  the  father 
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are  one  !”  Her  father  coming  in  to  her,  fiic 
“  called  him  to  her  bed-lidc,  took  hold  of  his 
hand  and  laid,  “  Father,  I  am  going  to  leave 
“  yon,  and  what  lliall  I  fay  to  you  ?  I  am, 
“  from  the  danger  I  behold  you  to  be  in,  con- 
“  flrainod  to  give  you  my  dying  charge,  and 
“  tell  you  my  awful  fears.  Bear  with  me  father, 
“  1  fliall  not  trouble  you  after  this,  bear  with 
“  your  dying  daughter  could  any  thing  I  could 
“  fay  to  you  make  a  lading  impreflion  on  your 
“  heart,  O  what  fatitlaiftioii  1  Ihould  take  in  it, 
“  what  a  hope  I  fliould  gather  from  it,  of  mect- 
“  ing  you  at  God’s  right  hand  ;  but  now  I  de- 
"fpairofit;  yes,  my  father,  if  you  do  not 
“harken  to  the  voice  of  Ciod,  I  lliall  fee  vou 
“  weltering  beneath  the  wrath  of  God  ;  you 
“  never  were  converted,  you  are  a  If  ranger  to 
“  God,  you  are  a  Ifrangcr  to  his  pardoning  iove, 
“  you  do  not  love  (>od,  who  is  all  lovely  :  vou 

•  9  0 

love  the  ^vav  to  hell,  while  vou  area  flranixt^r 

to  the  way  ot  heaven.”  The  poor  old  man 

appeared  as  it'  his  joints  would  Ihakc  alundcr, 

and  the  fountain  of  his  head  ran  drv.  -Everv 

*  • 

perfon  prefent.  Hood  and  heaid  u'ith  ulfonifii- 
ment. 

Her  tender  mother  brought  her  child  to  her, 
anilalkcd  her  if  Ihc  was  willing  to  part  w  ith 
it  ?  If  fl'.e  thought  ihe  would  die  ?  and  if  Ihe 
felt  religned  to  leave  her  luilbancl  and  friends 
behind  her  !  She  laid,  “  1  luve  no  delirc  to 
“  live,  1  love  you  all,  but  I  love  my  God 
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better^  It  is  not  all  the  world  couM  touit 
my  fbxy.  All  the  powers  above  have  got 
hold  of  my  hcarr/and  arc  drawing  me  upward, 
and  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  world  t(^ 
keep  me  down.  Every  thing  of  this  world 
^^that  was  dear  to  me  in  health,  now  link^ 
lefs  than  nothing  in  my  light.  1  commit 
you  all  to  God,  be  faithful  my  dear  mother 
unto  death,  and  do  not  weep  tor  me;  it 
is  but  a  little  while  and  we  lliall  mete 
again.’' 

When  ibc  was  not  warning  faints  and  lirmers, 
flic  would  be  prailing  (jod.  Her  countenance 
ipoke  the  language  of  her  heart,  as  flic  often 
cxpretTcd  herfclf,  llic  was  in  the  fuburbs* 
of  heaven. 

A  dcifl:  came  to  her  room  door,  to  a(k  how 
flic  did,  but  as  foon  as  he  beheld  her,  he  was 
ftruck,  and  his  countenance  changed  ;  llic  call¬ 
ed  him  to  come  to  her,  but  he  refufed  to  go. 
She  would  not  take  any  denial,  and*  with  her 
carneft  entreaties  and  pcrfuaiious  of  the  family, 
he  went  to  her  hcd-lidc  ;  Ihc  got  hold  of  his 
hand,  and  faicl,  Sir,  wcarcallin  the  hands 
ol  God,  we  are  ail  linncrs  auainll  him,  and 
w'c  mult  all  appear  in  judgment  before  liirn  ; 
every  man  mull  render  an  accoiinr  unto  iiim. 
Suppofethis  was  the*  day  yoii  were'  to  fland  ’ 
before  his  tlamir.g  bar,  fuppofe  you  were 
lying  now  as  low  in  bodv^,  and  as  near- the 
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“judgment  feat  as  I  am,  have  you  any  advo- 
“  cate  with  the  father  ?  have  you  an  intercefior 
“  at  God’s  right  hand  ?  Jefus  is  my  advocate, 
“  I  have  chofen  him  in  the  liable,  the  defpifed 
“  babe  of  Bethlehem.  1  have  chofen  him  in 
“  the  garden  in  the  deepefl:  of  his  forrow.  I 
“  have  chofen  him,  when  he  was  covered  with 
fhamc  on  the  crofs,  when  they  were  w  agging 
“  their  heads,  defpiling  and  fetting  him  at 
“  nought.  Jf  all  the  fouls  in  the  world  were 
“  mine,  I  could  venture  them  all  in  his  hands. 
“  If  I  had  all  the  glory  of  the  world,  I  would 
“  count  it  all  drofs  for  this  Jefus.  But  you 
“  have  fet  him  at  nought,  you  have  fold  him 
“  for  lels  than  Judas  did,  you  have  defpifed 
“  him,  you  have  been  alliamed  to  o.wn  him. 
“  I  know  the  virtue  of  his  blood.  I  know  it 
“  is  of  fovereign  remedy,  I  know'  it  has  power 
“  to  extratfl  the  fting  of  death,  and  give  me  a 
“  vidory  over  hell  and  the  grave.  In  a  little 
“  time,  I  lhali  be  mixing  with  the  thoufands 
“  and  tens  of  thoufands,  that  arc  now  adoring 
“  round  his  tlirone.  I  warn  you  on  my  dying 
“  bed,  I  give  you  my  lail  charge,  no  longer  to 
“  reject  him ;  beh.old  in  me  the  chiiltian 
“  triumpliing  over  all  the  fears  of  death.  I 
“  tell  you,  that  if  you  are  ufliamed  of  Chrill 
“  before  this  evil  ai\d  adulterous  generation, 
“  Chrilf  will  be  afhaincd  of  you,  when  becomes 
“  before  his  father  and  the  holy  angels.’’ 

He  went  out  from  her,  he  lat  down  out  of 
doors  on  the  ground,  he  could  not  foi  a  time 
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lift  up  his  head.  Some  pcrfons  went  to  him,  and 
afked  him  what  he  thought  of  her  ?  Me  laid, 
he  never  faw  fuch  a  fight  in  his  life,  and  the  im- 
prelfion  it  made  on  him,  words  could  not  de- 

fcribc. 

Her  hufband  at  this  time  came  in,  who  had 
not  feen  her  in  all  her  licknefs,  in  conlVquence 
of  his  being  from  home.  She  got  him  by  the 
hand,  and  exhorted  him  to  be  faithful,  and  they 
Ihould  fhortly  meet  again.  She  charged  him 
to  fee  that  her  child  was  brought  up  in  the  fear 
of  God,  and  make  it  a  child  of  prayer  as  Ihe  had 
done. 

She  lay  fiill  a  few  minutes,  and  then  cried 
out,  “  Glory,  glory,  to  God  in  the  higheft— 
"  hark  !  hark  !  do  you  not  hear  the  angels  fing- 
“  ing  The  heavenly  holts  are  comingco  con- 
“  duct  me  to  eternal  glory.  G  iny  friends,” 
faid  file,  ”  I  now  mull  leave  you,  the  room  is 
"full  of  heavenly  holts  praifing  God.  Do  vou 
"  not  hear  them  ?  Hark  !  1  hear  the  ratling 
"  of  his  chariot  wheels,  d  he  world  dif.ijipcars, 
"  heaven  opens  on  my  fight,  in  a  few  minutes 
"  1  lhall  be  eating  bread  in  my  father’s  king- 
"dom,  lam  going.  Ibid  you  all  farewell,” 
and  without  a  figh  or  groan,  Itic  brcatlied  her 
foul  into  heavenly  reft. 

"  With  fongs  Ic:  us  follow  her  Right, 
And  mount  with  her  fpirit  above  ; 
Efcaped  to  the  nranfions  of  light. 

And  lodged  in  the  Kder.  of  love.”  ■  • 
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Ejected  Minister. 


SAMUEL  ANNESLEY  was  ejcacd 


from  St.  Giles’s  Cripplegate,  London.  lie  was 
a  nioft  finccrc,  godly,  humble  man  :  an  Ifracl- 
itc  indeed.  One.  that  may  be  laid  to  be  fanciliii- 
cd  from  the  womb  ;  inafmuch  as  he  was  fo 
early  under  ferious  imprclfions,  that  he  often 
declared  he  never  knew  the  time  that  he  was 
not  converted. 

A  littie  after  his  firfl:  entrance  upon  the 
miniftry,  he  was  fixed  at  Clifi' in  Kent,  in  tltc 
room  of  a  miniftcr,  whole  life  and  converfation 
had  been  notorioufly  fcandalous.  The  rude  and 


ignorant  people  were  upon  that  account  ex>-  ' 
tremcly  tond  of  him,  and  prejudiced  againfl: 
his  fuccefibr,  whom  they  alfaultcd  not  long 
after  his  firfl  coming  among  them  with  fpits, 
forks,  and  Hones,  threatning  him  with  death  ; 
but  God  gave  him  fuch  courage,  that  he  told 
them,  let  them  ufe  him  as  they  would,  he  wa' 
rclolved  to  continue  with  them,  till  God  had 
fitted  them  by  his  miniftry  to  entertain  a  better, 
who  iliOLild  fuccecd  him  ;  but  vet  folemnlv 
declared  that  when  they  hccainc  To  prepared,  he 
would  leave  the  plac\\ 

In  a  tew  years  the  people  were  greatly  re¬ 
formed,  and  his  labourshad  marvellous  fuccefs, 


and  to  keep  hi.s  word  he  left  them  ;  led  any 
Teeming  iighlnefs  ofhis  might  prove  a  fcandal: 
to  his  young  convert:..  And  the  400I.  perarnuini 
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which  he  had  there  coming  in,  was  no  tempta¬ 
tion  to  him.  \\  hen  he  came  to  the  cit\'  he 
iiad  two  of  the  largcft  auditories  to  preach  to  ; 
which  were  St.  Paul’s  where  he  was  Letflurer, 
and  Cripplcgate  where  he  was  Rcclor.  Me 
had  a  large  foul,  and  a  Haming  ?.cal,  and  his 
ulcfulnefs  was  very  cxtcniive. 

He  had  the  care  of  all  the  churches  upon 
him,  and  was  the  chief  (often  the  foie)  inflru- 
ment  in  the  education  and  fubfiltencc  of  feveral 
minillers,  w  hofc  ufcful  labours  in  the  church 
liad  otherwife  been  wanted.  Of  all  gifts,  fa- 
larv  and  incomes,  he  always  laid  afide  the  tenth 
part  forcharity,  even  before  any  part  of  it  was 
fpent  ;  and  by  this  means  had  always  a  fund 
at  hand  for  charitable  ulcs  ;  bclidcs  what  others 
furnilhed  him  with  for  the  fame  purpofes,  to 
whom  he  was  a  faithful  almoner. 

« 

His  non-conformity  created  him  troubles  ; 
but  no  inward  uncafmefs.  God  cite;;  remark¬ 
ably  appeared  for  him  :  one  died  figning  a  war- 
lant  to  apprehend  him.  He  never  fearcil  any 
ol  his  enemies,  nor  their  utmoft  ir.alicc;  and 
nothing  that  hcnict  wiih  from  nten  abated  b.is 
chcarfulncrs.  He  had  an  uninterrupted  })eacc 
in  his  mind,  and  alFu ranee  of  God’s  love  for 
the  laft  thirty  years  of  his  life. 

I'orfome  years  before  that,  he  walked  in 
great  hcavinefs  ;  whicli  is  no  unufual  thing  with 
liich  as  arc  converted  to  God  in  their  child¬ 
hood,  whole  change  being  no:  fo  remarkabla 
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as  that  of  others,  is  therefore  the  more  liable 
to  be  queAioned  :  but  in  his  laft  ficknefs  he 
was  full  of  comfort.  “  BlelTed  be  God  (faid 
hej  I  have  been  faithful  in  the  work  of  the 

miniltry  above  lifty-fivc  years.”  And  in  feven- 
tecn  weeks  pain  (which  might  well  be  fup- 

pofed  peculiarly  troublcfome  ro  one  that  had 
fuch  an  uninterrupted  courfe  of  health  and 
cafe  throughout  his  whole  life)  he  never  difeo- 
vered  the  lealt  difeontent.  At  length  he  chear- 
fully  rcligncd  his  loul  to  God,  December  31, 
1696.  In  the  77th  year  of  his  age. 


ANECDOTE 


F.  late  of  Maryland,  having  improved 

his  time  for  a  number  of  years,  in  accumulat¬ 
ing  riches,  and  was  fo  fuccefsful,  that  he  had 
added  houfe  to  houfe,  and  field  to  field,  till 
few  but  his  fiaves  could  dwell  near  him. 

At  length  death  approached,  his  difordcr 
was  too  fiubborn  for  nature  or  art ;  his  phyfi- 
cians  o-avc  him  over.  One  of  his  overfeers, 

O 

a  man  of  piety,  ca  ne  to  fee  him,  wfith  fonie 
information  from  the  plantation  he  had  charge 
of.  W  hen  the  gentleman  heard  that  he  was 
come,  he  lent  for  him  into  his  chamber  ;  after 
alhing  feme  quefiions  concerning  his  fiaves, 
t\'C.  fuid,  ”  ah  !  but  I  mull;  leave  it  all  fcon, 
mv  rdivlician  favs  he  hath  done  all  he  can,  all 
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is  over,”  the  overfeer  replied,  fir,  we  all 
frtufl  die,  to  nuke  the  bell  of  time  is  wife,  and 
to  be  prepared  for  eternity. 

To  which  the  gentleman  replied,  ”  I  have 
been  thinking  on  my  part  life,  the  ojiportuni- 
ty  I  have  had  thefe  forty  or  fifty  years,  I  lie 
if  I  had  but  my  days  to  live  over  again  j  with 
;i  figh  he  pan  fed  ;  v.'hilc  the  overfeer  Hood 
with  tears  in  his  eyes,  and  a  thankful  heart, 
liippofing  that  he  found  the  gentleman  a  true 
penitent  :  having  as  he  thought,  grounds  to 
hope  for  pardon  at  the  very  lall,  with  a  folcmrt 
tone  of  voice,  he  relumed  his  difeourfe,  faying, 

I  fee,  I  fee  now,  that  if  I  had  the  opportunities 
that  I  have  had,  and  my  days  to  live  over 
again,  I  could  lay  up  pounds,  where  I  have 
laid  up  fiiillings  ! 

Reader  panic  here  and  thinkon  the  uncertainty 
of  a  death-bed  repentance,  and  that  altho’  God’s 
blcfled  fj)irit,  doth  llrive  long,  yet  it  may  be 
grieved  and  caufed  to  depart” and  then  it  is  not 
in  our  power  to  repent,  nor  forrow,  cxccpc 
it  is  with  that  kind  of  forrow,  which  vvorketh 
death — Nozv  is  the  accepted  time,  and  the  day 
J ai^eat  lOK* 

ST.  LUKE,  xxi,  25  to  28. 

OINCEby  the  facred  feriptures  God  de- 

dares 

Men  s  hearts  (hall  bedifmayM  with  doubts 
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Conccrnii 


that  great  day  amrizing  I 
thoiighr  ! 

W  hen  cverv  loul  nujll  to  the  throne 

^  \ 

be  brought 

There  to  receive  the  Icjitcnce  that  i^ 
ought  ;  J 

.And  all'o  that  before  this  awfu!  dag, 

Katiojts,  and  countrys,  fliall  be  fwtrpt, 
away, 

By  inundations,  plagues,  and  famine 
fore  ; 

Earthquakes,  and  wars,  lhalL  ruin  many 
more. 

When  God  thefe  dreadful  things  lliall  re- 


Vdhat  can  we  elfe  expecl:  but  this  aifizc. 

Aiid  as  thefe  things  have  paitly  taken  place, 

W  e  lliould  prepare  to  meet  his  glorious 
face  ; 

For  after  tiiefe  foon  comes  that  dreadful 
day, 

W’hen  ail  the  world,  with  fire  fluill  pafs 
away. 

Before  which  day — the  piercing  trump  fliall 
found 

From  pole  to  pole,  rending  the  vail  pro¬ 
found  ; 

And  this  will  be  a  cheerful  voice  to  ionic. 

Awake,'  awake,  ye  dead  to  judgment 
come. 

But  oh  1  what  muil  the  wretched  linnet 
feel. 

Surely  the  thought  mull  pierce  a  heart  of 
Itccl : 
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And  liO'.v  wil!  they  before  his  fact  ^ 
appear, 

•  ()  with  what  dread  nrafl'  the\'  expctfl  to 

^  £ 

hear 

The  dreadful  feritcnce  that  will  j)icrcc 
their  eaj^ 

JVparr  ye  curll  to  cvcrlalting  f.ics, 

^Vlieie  i^Mtlicr  toriacrit,  nor  the  worm 
expires. 

f Tremendous  judjje  1;  ()  only  change  tlie 
feen?, 

Adoniflit  viow  ih’  wfoel’s  rlorioiis  rleam  ; 

W  O'*  1  » 

View  its  refulgent  ravs  upon  its  triencis, 
\Vhen  from  the  throne  the  Judge  tni>  Icn- 
tence  fends, 

Come,  come^  ye  blefl,.  receive  the  jufl  re¬ 
ward. 

Prepar’d  by  C'od,  the  everlafiing  T.ord. 
View  but  the  contrail — lot  this  day  eoiii-  1 
me  nee 

Our  jiill  repentance,  look  to  him  from  /• 
wlicncc 

Salvation  eometh  in  the  luliefi  fenfe.”  ^ 
T)oi]bt  nor  but  by  contrition  ve  may 


gam 

Ti'iC  long  fought  blifs,  eternal  free  from  pa:n  : 
And  may  expect  v  iicn  the  lall  trump  lliall 
foiini), 

That  through  Cliriri’s  merits  wc  llial!  bl 
be  found. 
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THE  ATHEIST  ADMONISHED. 

Pfalm  xiv.  i. 

The  fool  hath Jaii  in  bis  heart  there  is  no  God, 

impious  finncrs  dare  the  God  deny, 
Athcirtically  bafe  his  pow’r  defy; 

Bold  as  Leviathan,  defpife  his  rod. 

And  meet  the  vcnereancc  of  an  anjirv  God ; 
Challenge  his  thunders  when  his  lightnings 
glare  ; 

Or  bid  him  all  his  magazines  prepare. 

For  their  devoted  head  : — Whatcaufe  to  fear  ? 
If  there’s  no  God  ;  no  danger  can  be  near. 

Ah  fool  forbear  !  there’s  madnefs  in  thy  heart : 
Reflevft  a  while  ;  let  rea.'on  adlits  part  ; 

Dare  not  to  trific  with  Omnipotence, 

(So  great  thy  folly  !)  dire  is  thy  oflenco. 

One  angry  glance  from  jhc  Almighty’s  frown; 
Will  Lew  thy  haughty  crell,  his  pow’r  to 
own. 

Oh  !  then  betimes  his  awful  name  revere  ! 

<  Bow  at  his  footfiool  ;  worfnip  him  in  fear. 

Let  Erebus  no  more  afl'ume  his  Iway  ; 

1,0  !  the  black  gulph  yawns  hideous  for  its  prey. 
Mo  longer  boldly  to  deflrudion  run  ; 

But  aft  the  man  ; — 'Tis  fure  more  wile  to' 
fliun 

The  path  to  milery. — If  angeis  fell  ; — 

If  rebel  angeis  have  been  doom’d  to  hell. 
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Sliall  rebel  man  cfcapcthc  dire  decree 
O  lolly  !  mad  prcfumption  !  infamy  ! 

(>r;c  truth  is  clear  j  and  truth,  no  man  can 
Hum  : 

The  athcill,  and  the  arrant-fool  arc  one. 


]EWISI1  AND  CHRISTIAN  REtICION  COMPARFD; 

'’T  .  - 

X  \\.\S  not  to  bathe  in  Jordan’s  flood. 
Nor  touch  nor  taftc  precifcly  pure. 

Nor  holy  wafle  of  brutal  blood. 

Nor  fall  feverc  nor  look  demure, 

-fhat  could  the  God  of  Ifracl  pleafe  ; 

When  Amram’s  fon  his  precepts  taught. 
And  by  fuch  myllic  rites  as  thefe. 

Labour’d  to  moralize  the  thought. 

At  length  the  fon  of  God  appears. 

Truth  drops  her  emblematic  drefs. 

A  nobler  form  religion  wears. 

Adorned  with  fimplc  holinefs. 

No  more  let  zeal  for  mode  and  rite 
'I'hc  name  of  fandity  affumc  ; 

LeaTc  to  the  folemn  hypocrite, 

Theie  trappings  ofadult’roui  Rome. 

Sacred  to  God  be  all  within  ; 

I'Vom  guile,  from  bafe  alfcdionsfrcc  ; 

So  his  high  fricndOiip  thou  lhalt  v\in. 

And  bcati.Hc  vilioa  Icc. 


ISO 
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CTIRISTIAK  1  RIVIi  r.GES  AND  C^liElC; ATION'-S- 

Av  OST  thou  my  vorthicfs  name  record 
free  ()l  thy  holy  city,  Lora  ? 

Am  I,  a  linncr,  call’d  to  liiare 
The  precious  privileges  there  ?' 

Art  thou,  my  king,  m;  father  flyl’d  ? 

And  ],  thy  fervant  and  thy  child  ? 

\\  hile  more  than  half  the  human  race 
Are  aliens  from  thy  Zion’s  grace. 

1.0,  wretched  n.  ill  ions  drav.'  (heir  breath 
In  lands  of  ignorance  and  death  ; 
liut  1  enjoy  my  life  of  rime, 

Within  the  gofpel’s  favourite  clime. 

Pardon  allur’d  and  heaven  difplay’d, 

Bamih  my  fears,  my  hopes  perfuaJe  : 

And  precepts,  plentiful  and  clear. 

Through  life  my  dang’rous  voyage  fleer* 

Shall  I  receive  this  grace  in  vain  ? 

Shall  J  my  great  vocation  llain  ? 

A. way,  yc  works  in  darknefs  wrought  :• 

Av^ay,  each  mean  and  wanton  thought. 

?vly'  foul,  I  charge  fhcc  to  excel 
In  thinking  right  and  aTing  well. 

Deep,  deep,  th.y  fearching  pow'rs  engage, 

Unbiafs’d,  in  th.c  hcav’n-born  page. 

Heighten  the  force  of  good  defire, 

''I'o  deeds  of  fhining  worth  afpirc  i 

More  firm  in  fortitude,  dcfpiife 

world’s  fcduCntg  vanities. 

«  * 
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TIi£  CIl  r.  ;i  i  IAN's  A  DD  R  K  SS  TO  TIIK,  SAVIOUR,  UNDIH 
h  R  O  K  f.  N  .N  K  S  3  Of  SPIRIT. 

i  ROPITIOUS  Saviour  !  clciLTn  to  hear; 
Regard  thine  humble  vot’ry’s  pray’r  : 

Oil !  cafe  his  mind,  alFiiagc  liis  grief. 

And  grant  thy  fiipjiliant  kind  relief. 

Lord  !  here  he  (lands  impure,  unclean  ; 

But  thou  canft  v.adi  away  t!:e  (lain. 

Jefus  thou  knowefl:  my  fear  and  (liamc, 

I  bludi  t’iiivoke  lliy  (acred  name  ; 

Sorrow  and  grief  atfech  my  heart. 

Lord  !  heal  the  agonizing  (mart. 

Billo'.vs  o’er  billows  raging  roll, 

O  eal.m  my  agitated  foul  ! 

Dark,  gloomy  doubts,  o’ercafl  my  mind. 
Where  (hall  I  joy  and  con. fort  find  ? 

With  bended  knees  I  feck  thy  grace. 

Regard  me  with  .1  (miling  face. 

Regard  my  vows,  my  prayers,  my  tears. 
And  fcattcr  all  my  gloomy  fears. 

Tell  me,  O  Jefus,  w  hy  thy  (lay  ? — 
laaftc  thee  on  wings  of  love  away. 

Why  this  delay  ? — I  fee  the  rod. 

The  (laming  thunder-bolts  of  (Lxl, 

I  link  beneath,  but  yet  once  more, 

Jefu,  thy  mercy  1  implore  : 

Qytickly,  O  quickly  intervene. 

Command  a  calm,  and  ealc  my  pain. 

Yet  M  ill  thou  (lay  ? — But  lo  !  1  lee _ 

Am  I  deceiv’d  by  vanity  ? 
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Do  fairy  fcencs  encjiant  my  eyes. 

And  cheat  me  with  a  i'weet  furprizc  ? 
Or  do  I  really  fee  thy  face, 

DIeft  jefus,  clad  in  fmilcs  of  peace  ? 

Is  it  thy  voice  that  flrikes  my  car  ? 
Such  accents  cannot  fail  to  cheer. 
Sweetly  they  found,  the  notes  divine 
Tranfport  my  foul — they  mull  be  thin 
^^"hat  raptures  do  his  words  convey 
While  Jefu  condefeends  to  fay, 

“  Come  hither,  weary  fou},  receive 
The  offer’d  rcll  I  freely  give. 

Come,  whofoe’er  thou  art,  ne’er  fear 
To  lay  thy  weight  and  burden  here.’’ 
Lord  !  I  obey  thy  gracious  call. 

With  joy  furrender  up  my  all: 

Infpir’d  withfacred  zeal.  I’ll  break 
*1  he  yoke  of  lin  from  off  my  neck  ; 
Anew  I’ll  confccratc  my  days 
To  do  thy  will,  and  live  thy  praife. 
Affift  tne,  O  thou  facred  dove. 

To  pay  this  vow,  this  debt  of  love  : 

At  length  my  weary  foul* convey 
To  realms  of  cvcrlaffing  day. 


ANSWER  TC—M’HAT  IS  RELIGION  ? 

LET  thofea  better  definition  give  who  can  ; 
Rf.lig ion’s  foul,  is  love  of  God  and  man  ? 
They  make  a  Chriffian  like  a  Seraph  fliine  ! 
Where  heav’a  born-piety,  and  love  combine 


